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In the study, | briefly shed light on four aspeatsthe first, |
provided a short biography on Sayed Hibatuddin;tha
second, | gave a description for the manuscripthénthird, |
gave an account on the significance of the mamptsand
Hibatuddin’s approach in research; and in the fquit
provided the correspondence exchanged between Sayed
Hibatuddin and Sheikh Mohammed Rasheed Ridha on the
same subject.

In my commentary, | touched on the contents of the
manuscript and provided any clarification or comtaen
required without strictly adhering to the criticaliting
methodology. | added any comments | found essenmtial
order that the book would be published in the fotm
deserves.

In my mission, | referred to some important refeesnin
religions, in general, and Christianity, in partan besides
some encyclopedias of Hadith and lexicons.

All praise be to God.

Emad Al-Kadhimi
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Al-Husseini Al-Shihristani, the great scholar, wasgood
example for a hard working reformer who tried orergv
occasion to respond to this Divine Call throughritfang
the true Holy Sharia, discarding and refuting fatedions
and superstitions attributed to it.

In the remarkable debate of this book, we can &emh
credibility, the scientific approach based on reagvidence
and philosophy besides the moral and polite apprdbat
the author adopted in conversing with people ofepth
religions.

The reader will realize that himself when goingotigh the
book, and will surely enjoy its rich contents.

In view of its significance, | thought this book wd be
worth being critically edited and commented on,tlsat it
would be printed within the project of Hibatuddirisgacy
Revival Center.

The book was written one hundred years ago; antd auc
legacy must not remain in limbo, subject to damhge may
lead to the loss of a great deal of our scholaestdge.

| divided the books into two parts. The first paealt with a
study, and the second was assigned for criticaloedand

commentary.
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“Say: “O People of the Book! come to common terms as
between us and you: That we worship none buhAiteat
we associate no partners with him; that we eraatt from

among ourselves, Lords and patrons other than Altah

(v:1¢)

It is an open call to respect other religions amevipus
divine laws as they were before they were manipdlat
However, unfortunately, the only scriptures surdivare
those manipulated by people who lived long aftertiime of
revelation and claimed their authenticity. Thesapsares
contain a lot of abuse against the prophets (A%) their
laws; however, they were passed from generation to
generation as being authentic texts to be takergifanted
and followed.

Accordingly, it is the duty of the scholars to takee
initiative for doctrinal reforms by proving theinvalidity
through applying wisdom and good dialog. God says:

"Call unto the way of thy Lord with wisdom and fair

exhortation, and reason with them in the better'wewy\ Yo

The pages at hand represent a good example forsGod'
invitation in following the Holy Verse. Sayed Hilbaldin
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In the Name of God the most Beneficentthe Most Merciful

Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds, and peat
blessings be on His Prophet Mohammed and his iipill
progeny.

The Islamic Holy Law (Sharia) has given much attento
previous religious laws and touched upon some efrth
rulings and beliefs in the Holy Quran and Sunna.

On the whole, the Holy Quran instructs Muslims tvé
faith in all those previous laws because they rsge the
legislations of God sent down to His Prophets and
Messengers to be followed by their people, in aoldito the
fact that all those previous religions are basedhensame
pillars of faith including bearing witness that GedOne and
the only Creator.

Not only did the Holy Quran stress that fact in mar its
verses, it also called for peaceful coexistence rgmall
religions and sects through an accord on the confaxiors
including the Oneness of God. As a basis for dgalith
the Christians & Jews, the Almighty said:
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A Debate with Evangelists
Our Debate with Protestant Evangelists
Or
A Fun Gathering in Baghdad

With Some Gentlemen

Sayed Hibatuddin Al-Husseini Al-Shihristani

Scholar & Reformer

Critically Edited by
Emad Al-Kadhimi
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gl Scholar.&' Reformer ’
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